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Everyone who attended the IBC and Tuscan Association’s event agreed; “it was a wonderful event”. Alloro 
Vineyard owner Dave Nemarnik provided the perfect setting and great wine, Port City Pasta provided a deli-
cious porchetta meal and mother nature provided good weather. But, it didn’t stop there,  we had a professional 
soprano from the Portand Opera sing some well known Italian arias and there was even time for a little bocce 
before and after the dinner.  It truly was a memorable day and one which our club should be proud of. Thank 
you to all who helped put all of the pieces together, especially Joe, Frank, Roger, Max, Guy …..and me! 
 

We also had professional photographer, Claude Laviano (UNICO member), volunteer to cover our event 
without charge. He took over 200 photos, a few of which are shown here (my printer does not do justice to the 
original colors and clarity).  All of his photos will soon be on our web site (www.ibcpdx.org).  You can access 
them and use your own printer to print some or, if you see a photo or two that you would like a good 5x7 or 
8x10 of, contact Claude at 503.703.2602 and he will arrange for copies at modest cost. Claude is an outstanding 
wedding, portrait and classic auto photographer, so  keep him in mind if you have need of a photographer for a 
wedding or other event.  You can see samples of his portfolio at www.claudelaviano.com. ����
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Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY 
New York City has a “Little Italy” in each of its boroughs, the most famous is in lower Manhattan around Mott and 
Grand streets. However, as has happened in other major American cities, Italian-American families have moved 
away, leaving an area that just hints of its true Italian background with touristy Italian restaurants and gift shops re-
maining to mark the spot.  In other cities, such as Portland, traces of an Italian area almost totally disappear.  
 

Not so with Arthur Avenue in the Bronx, which is right by Fordham U,  
the Bronx Zoo and Botanical Gardens.   Many generations of Italian 
families, originally from southern Italy, have remained for over a cen-
tury in an area that continues to be truly Italian based. It has achieved 
some notoriety over the years, so is a bit touristy, yet its essence re-
mains. There are some excellent restaurants, as well as many good pas-
try shops, bakeries, deli’s, butchers and seafood markets (one where you 
can get fresh oysters and clams served on the sidewalk).  
 

Don’t get me wrong, it is not like being in Italy, but remains the quintes-
sential Italian-American neighborhood, very much reminiscent of the 
way things once were in most cities.  On a nice day, Arthur Avenue, 
187th Street and the adjoining streets are crowded with shoppers, many 

who drive in from Connecticut and New Jersey.  Here, they can find a great selection of the best of Italian foods.  
For the tourist, walking around the area and having a pastry, gelato or a meal provides a pleasant  few hours.   
 

I was ’back east’ a few weeks ago and visited Arthur Avenue for the first time in over 20 years and found it essen-
tially unchanged.  One reason for that is that it is kind of an enclave; a decent residential area not easily reachable by 
subway and it’s an expensive taxi ride from Manhattan, making a trip there only for those who make a determined 
effort or who stop by after a visit to the zoo or Fordham.  No, it’s not Italy, but if you grew up in or near an Italian 
neighborhood, you will enjoy the sites, sounds and smells of Arthur Avenue in the Bronx.  
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Four weeks of bocce are behind us in  the bocce tournament at the Paesano Club.   We won one game (out of 3) the 
first week, two in the second, forfeited all games in the 3rd week because we didn’t have enough players (Shame on 
us) and are poised to win again in week 4. There are still a few more weeks of play, so come out on Monday eve-
nings at 6:30.  It’s fun, you can bring a beer and smoke a cigar if you like and someone usually brings a snack or 
something to share. 
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A good way to improve your Italian skills, find out what is happening in the Italian community and to listen to some 
new, as well as old Italian music, is to listen to the Italian hour on KBOO-FM (90.7). The Italian Hour is scheduled 
on alternate Sunday mornings at 9:00AM; the next program with Lucia Galizia is scheduled for July 4. 
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Port City Pasta is  where we will be holding our next general IBC meeting on Tues, July 13 
at a new time:  6:30.  As most of you know, Port City Pasta is owned by 
member Ron Milio and is managed by Roger Cherry’s son, Alex. It is where 
we have been holding our board meetings and now that we no longer have 
separate board meetings, it seems a good idea to invite all members to have 
some of the great food that Ron and Alex have been serving us there. 
 

The meeting will be a review of our wine event, planning for our table at the 
Festa and any other topics that you might care to discuss.   
Port City Pasta is at 333 S. State St in Lake Place Center, Lake Oswego 
97034, phone (503) 699-2927 
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Mike’s Deli 
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At the June IBC meeting, Frank Genovese awarded the PSU scholarship  to Joshua Favale, a second year 
Italian student at PSU, who has an excellent comprehension of languages, Italian in particular. Joshua 
and PSU Professor of Italian, Angela Zagarella, gave 
their thanks for the IBC’s assistance in providing the 
scholarship to PSU.  Angela spoke of the realization 
of a goal of an Italian minor at PSU now that three 
years of language and additional literature classes are 
offered, and of plans to augment the Italian curricu-
lum.  
 

In addition to his acknowledgement of the honor,  
Joshua read from a script that he prepared in Ital-
ian…..Though it sounded good to most of us with 
modest language skills, one of our native Italian 
members, Treasurer Max Corona, spoke up and corrected Joshua on a couple of grammatical points. 
Maybe we should have Max give us a few words in Italian at each monthly meeting as a language les-
son?  
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The second meeting of the steering committee for Portland’s many Italian-American organizations oc-
curred in June, again hosted at the offices of Greg Cervetto (Paesano Club) and presided over by Italian 
Vice Consul, Andrea Bartoloni.  IBC’s president, Frank Genovese raised the idea of uniting to support 
one event which would benefit the entire Italian community. This would solidify the group  and provide 
a platform for other common events and causes.  The idea agreed upon is the already planned La Befana 
children’s party for the Christmas season. Other items of discussion were coming up with a name for 
Portland’s Italian-American steering committee and building a Portland Italian community web site.  
 

The next meeting will be scheduled in July at IBC VP Guy LaCesa’s offices in LO.  
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Guy LaCesa is our IBC focal point for our participation in the August 26-28 Festa Italiana. He can an-
swer questions about how to get your business information on onto our IBC booth and how to get Festa 
brochures to distribute at your business.  
 

At the June Festa meeting, a rep from the yearly Greek Festival  discussed the use of tokens rather than 
cash.  The benefit of using tokens (called “soldi” at the Festa, the term is Italian for coin or money) is 
very fast transactions at the food booths since no cash is handled. The downside is that everyone will 
need to acquire tokens at booths where credit cards, as well as cash are accepted. There will be questions 
from customers, waits for credit card verification, maintaining the integrity of token activity and unfore-
seen problems. Bottom line: many more  trusted volunteers are needed to handle tokens, pour wine, 
etc. and the Festa Italiana is very much in need of our help.  
 

Shireen Farrahi from the Festa board was at our June meeting to sign up IBC members to assist. Many 
IBC members already have and more are needed.  If you haven’t already signed up for at least one 3-
hour shift, a sign-up calendar is planned on: Festa website. www.festaitalianaportland.shutterfly.com 

Frank presenting the scholarship  check to Joshua with Professor Angela 
Zagarella and IBC Foundation members George La Frazia and Terry 
Amato looking on 


