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The celebration of Columbus Day and the reverence that 
America once had for Christopher Columbus are on the de-
cline.  Universities, states and cities have succumbed to a bit of 
revisionist history and, rather than celebrate the discovery of 
the new world, blame Columbus for its exploitation. In doing 
so, they don’t just defame the explorer,  they also disrespect 
Italian-Americans. 

It took courage and persistence to pursue an idea that he could 
find a better route to the "Spice Islands" of Asia by sailing 
west. After years of searching for a sponsor to fund his 
quest, he found one in Spain. Sailing into the unknown 
ocean, he succeeded in discovering entirely new lands, bring-
ing back tales that amazed and energized all of Europe, leading 
the way for other countries in the "Age of Exploration" that 
followed. Italians were great seafarers during that time, 
many others served for other countries, such as John Cabot 
(Giovanni Caboto) for England, Amerigo Vespucci for Portu-
gal and Giovanni da Verrazano for France. 

An article in Italian American Magazine  goes beyond attribut-
ing Columbus to be a great Renaissance explorer, crediting 
him with  the introduction of Europe's contributions of democ-
racy, law, ethics and equality in America. Hundreds of mil-
lions of people of the American continents today owe that trib-
ute to Columbus.  True, exploitation and slavery followed, but 
why blame Columbus? The languages of the America's are 
English, Spanish, French and Portuguese, not Italian.  

For the first two centuries of the American republic Columbus 
was a hero, proudly studied in school and admired along with 
the founding fathers.  What happened?  One prominent blog 
answers by stating it is because “Italian-Americans are easy 
targets”. It seems that most of us are fully assimilated in US 
culture and are more prosperous and self confident. Therefore, 
we don’t see ourselves as needing defending.  Or, we accept 
the stereotypes of gangsters, bumbling crooks or young narcis-
sistic idiots. Other ethnic groups proudly regale in their heri-
tage, why do we accept those terrible generalizations? 

Over 20 million Italian-Americans have helped build this 
country. Columbus Day is our national holiday, our one day to 
celebrate who we are and what we have accomplished. Why let 
it be taken from us? What can you do?  Don’t allow it to hap-
pen unchallenged; speak up with some of the courage that Co-
lumbus showed, explain Columbus’ contributions to your chil-
dren and grandchildren as they study history  and attend our 
Columbus Banquet on Oct 2.�� �
 

Speaking of courage, two months ago I wrote of Italian-
American Medal of Honor recipients. Recently, President 
Obama awarded the Medal of Honor to Salvatore Gi-
unta, the only one not received posthumously since the 
Vietnam war.  Find out more by looking up his story on 
the web. 
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The September IBC meeting at Port City Pasta was a 
good one and well attended. In Frank’s absence, VP 
Guy LaCesa ran an entertaining meeting and, as usual, 
Alex’s meal was great and at a reasonable price.  The 
main topic was final preparations for the event at Alloro 
Vineyard (see page 2).   Thank you to IBC members 
who brought guests; two potential members attended.                   

Ask your spouse to mark your 
calendars for our annual Christ-
mas dinner on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14.  Over the years, this has 

been a great occasion for members, wives, family and 
good friends to get together, have a nice dinner, some 
fun, celebrate the season and maybe dance a bit. This 
year, we will continue that tradition. More information 
will be forthcoming.    
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It’s not too late. Join us at the Columbus Day Dinner-
Dance this Saturday evening,  October 2, 6 PM to mid-
night.  $50 per person. This is another benefit for the 
Scuola Italiana. Contact Theresa  at 503-285-4068. ����
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There was rain in the area, but Mother Nature gave us a break and not a drop fell on our second “afternoon in Tus-
cany” on September 19. The “Vendemmia” at Alloro Vineyard was another terrific event with over 70 attendees.   
Proceeds of the event hosted by the IBC and Tuscan Association  are sufficient to be able to present the 
Scuola Italiana di Portland with a check for $1000. Very nicely done and a huge “THANK YOU” to all of us 
who helped, most especially Chef Emilio Barbero.  Emilio volunteered his time and skills to prepare an unbeliev-
able and abundant selection of dishes.  His kitchen assistants were Joe, Max, George, Frank, Mike and Bob 
 
Besides the weather, food, bocce and vineyard vistas, there was great music by Mariano’s guitars and a vendemmia 
discussion by Alloro owner, Dave Nemarnik. Hundreds of  photos were taken by professional photographer, 
Claude Laviano, who again volunteered his time and whose photos will be on the IBC web site.  Lots of portraits in 
the vineyard were taken, which you can view and print out from our web site (coming soon) or contact Claude, 
who will print them in high resolution and send them to you at a nominal cost. (Claude: 503-703-2602)   

With two successes, we have found a good way to have fun and raise funds, so let’s begin planning the next one! 

IBC   �   4110  SE  Hawthorne   #658     �    Portland,  OR  97214     
   www.ibcpdx.org    �   email: info@ibcpdx .org 

Frank Genovese, Pres, 626-216-8709   
Guy LaCesa, VP 503-635-3303   �    Max Corona, Treas 503-235-0705   �     Bob Iannacone, Sec  971-255-0420 
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